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OPENING 

When a young Texan named R.V. Burgin joined the Marines 1942, at the age of 19, he never imagined what was 

waiting for him a world away in the Pacific. There, amid steamy jungles, he encountered a ferocious and desperate 

enemy in the Japanese, engaging them in some of the most grueling and deadly fights of the war. 

  

Schooled by veterans who had endured the cauldron of Guadalcanal, Burgin’s company soon confronted snipers, 

repulsed jungle ambushes, encountered abandoned corpses of hara-kiri victims, and warded off howling banzai 

attacks as they island-hopped from one bloody battle to the next. In his two years at war, Burgin rose from a green 

private to a seasoned sergeant, fighting from New Britain through Peleliu and on to Okinawa, where he earned a 

Bronze Star for valor.  

Known to the world as R.V., my dad’s brother, my Uncle Valton, was committed to his men. At his funeral Friday, a 

marine commander told the packed house of one event in the war which typified Valton’s heart. In a heated gunfire 

battle, his unit was stuck, because of one Japanese gunner hidden behind a bunker.  Valton stepped into the battle 

field, putting his own life on the line. The Japanese soldier fired at Valton, but missed. The bullets went through the 

Sargent’s pants leg, but it was enough for his men to locate and kill the enemy, allowing the company to pass.  

 
TRANSITION 

Today, we remember a time when Jesus put himself into the line of fire for us, deliberately heading into Jerusalem 
on Palm Sunday. 

 
THE TURN TOWARD JERUSALEM 

1. Luke 9:31 tells us that on the “Mount of Transfiguration” Jesus spoke with Elijah and Moses “about his 
departure, which he was about to bring to fulfillment at Jerusalem.”  

2. In Matthew, Mark, and Luke, Jesus tells his disciples specifically that several specific things will happen 
when they get to Jerusalem: 

a. Prophecy will be fulfilled; 

b. Handed over to the Gentiles; 

c. Mock him, insult him, spit on him, flog him; 

d. He will be crucified; 

e. He will rise again on the third day. 

3. Only in Luke we learn that the “disciples did not understand any of this. It’s meaning was hidden from them, 
and they didn’t know what he was talking about.”  Both understandable and extraordinary. 

4. In John, we see the disciples in a slightly different light.  

a. Jesus tells the disciples they will go back to Judea, because Lazarus is sick.   

b. “Lord, the disciples complain, “a short time ago, the Jews tried to stone you, and yet you are going 
back there?” (Jn. 11:8). 

c. Jesus told them Lazarus was sleeping, and they said, “If he sleeps, he will get better” (John 11:12); 

d. Jesus tells them plainly, “Lazarus is dead.” Thomas said to the rest of the disciples, “Let us also go, 
that we may die with him.”  



2 
 
 
ON THE WAY TO JERUSALEM 

1. John & James want places of honor in the Kingdom, led by their mother. Jesus says no, but affirms that they will 
drink from the cup of suffering. 

2. Jesus heals two blind men, one named Bartimaeus; 

3. Jesus forgives Zacchaeus (Son of Man came to seek and to save the Lost – Luke 19:10;) 

4. Jesus weeps at the death of Lazarus, one of his best friends, affirms the power of God over death, and calls 
his friends back to life. 

5. Mary anoints Jesus in preparation for his burial, and Judas decides to betray Jesus; 

6. The religious leaders decide to kill him and Lazarus, and wonder if Jesus will come to the Passover. 

 

PALM SUNDAY 

1. Jesus sends for a donkey, and he rides into Jerusalem; 

2. Not a white horse, like a King. 

3. But in fulfillment of messianic prophecy from Zechariah 9. Jesus knew his scriptures, and the people only 
understood it as a symbol of the Messiah’s arrival, not that he would lay down his own life.  

4. They sing/shout from the Hallel in Psalm 118. “Hosanna” – literally means “Save us,” but was intended as a 
praise to the one who will save. 

5. The other half of the crowd sang, “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.”  He is mighty to save, 
but not in the way, they thought.  

6. The Pharisees rebuke Jesus, telling him to calm his disciples, and he tells them that if these people didn’t 
praise him, the rocks would “cry out.”  

7. Jesus weeps over Jerusalem, seeing their lostness, and expressing his desire to gather all of them close, 
and seeing too their final destruction – as a people, and as a city.  

 

CONCLUSION 

Derek Redmond was ready. The British Olympian had made it to the semi-finals of the 400-meter race at the 1992 
Barcelona games. He had won his heat and was favored to medal.  

But about 150 meters into his run, he felt a dreaded pain. He had torn a hamstring at the moment of his dream race. 
He momentarily went down on the track. And then, dramatically, he rose and began to hop on one leg, determined 
to finish the race.  

And then, in what is one of the most inspirational episodes of Olympic history, a man broke free of the crowd and 
joined him on the track. Derek Redmond’s father, Jim, put his arm around his son and walked him the final 200 
meters to the finish line.  

He was officially marked “did not finish,” because he was assisted, but nobody who saw him cross that line would 
believe it.  

Derek would not quit, no matter the pain. He saw ahead to the finish line and he was determined to cross it, no 
matter how long it took. But he would not have to do it alone. His father overtook him, and with his help Derek could 
obtain what he longed for. 

 

INVITATION 
  


