
Sermon 

Sunday, April 15th, 2018 

Series: It’s Not Complicated 

Message 2:  John 2: 23 – 3:17 

OPENING 

1. Have you ever stood in line at a deli with just a couple of people ahead of you, and then you notice that 

the line is not moving at all?  You stand there like a statue in a museum, watching helplessly as the 

customer at the front of the line gazed at the food, trying to decide what to order?  There are two dozen 

items to choose from. You’ve had plenty of time to look at the menu while others order.  You want to 

shout, “It’s Not Complicated, people?”  Or, is that just me?  

2. Forgive my ignorance on this next one. Is everyone else but me an expert at ordering from Star Bucks? 

When I go now, I have to practice to remind myself what to order for Debbe:  Vinte black-iced tea with 

two splendas in a trinta cup with extra ice. When they ask me if I want anything, I say just coffee please, 

and they just stare at me.  I can provide you the link to the website (if you want it) of the 12 mistakes 

people make when they are ordering star-bucks. Here is an order you can actually get: “Iced grande 

decaf, two-shot, six pumps caramel, soy, extra whipped cream caramel macchiato.  Whew 

3. Sometimes we try to make faith too complicated.  Let’s look again at the conversation between Jesus 

and Nicodemus. 

HERE’S WHAT WE KNOW 

1. The Current Context:  

a. Jesus was in Jerusalem for the Passover. It was crowded and busy; (John 2:23-4). 

b. He had just “cleansed the temple” (2:13-16), and before that, he had raised Lazarus from the 

dead (John 11); 

c. Two—fold results: Many people “saw the signs he was performing and believed in his name” 

(2:23).  At the same time, the religious establishment was plotting to kill him (John 11:45-57). 

d. Jesus knew the fickleness of people’s hearts (2:24-25), and he was careful (11:54). 

2. Nicodemus’ Pedigree 

a. A Pharisee – They were the guardians and interpreters of the law. The root word for Pharisee 

means, “To separate.”1  Intended as a way to indicate purity and holiness, these people used their 

position to communicate that they were a “cut above.”  They were the interpreters of God’s 

word, and they missed the mark. Jesus had already referred to them as blind guides, and 

whitewashed tombs – pretty on the outside, but dead on the inside. 

b. Member of the Ruling Council – The Sanhedrin consisted of 23 judges appointed in cities across 

Jerusalem. The supreme court of the Sanhedrin was located in Jerusalem and referred to as the 

“ruling council.”  

HERE’S WHAT WE DON’T KNOW 

1. Who sent him?  The Pharisees? The Supreme Court?  Alternatively, did he come on his own?  Notice he 

says, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher . . .” Who is the “we?” if not his group.  He didn’t say” I” 

(3:2); 

                                                           
1 Baker’s Evangelical Dictionary of Biblical Theology – Pharisees. 
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2. Why a meeting at night? 

a. If he were representing the religious authorities, he would have met Jesus during the day; 

b. If he didn’t want them to know he was meeting Jesus, he would meet in the night.  

3. What was his spiritual condition?  

a. The meeting at night could mean 

i. the time of the meeting, but it could also represent 

ii. the condition of Nicodemus’ heart.  Light was a key theme for John. Jesus was the Light 

of the World. Jesus’ light shined in the darkness, and the darkness didn’t comprehend it. 

Darkness cannot stand where light exists.  It’s quite possible that John is depicting a 

meeting here between the light and the dark.  

NICODEMUS THE SEEKER –  

1. Murderous anger in the ranks: I believe Nicodemus was feeling the rising tide of anger within the ranks 

of his own community.  

2. Jesus was different. He knew there was something different about Jesus, and he wanted to meet. 

Nicodemus begins with an acknowledgement that Jesus was a Rabbi who came from God, because of 

the miracles he had done.  This was not the prevailing opinion among his community. 

3. Jesus met with Nicodemus - Jesus knew men’s hearts, yet he chose to meet with Nicodemus at night, 

indicating Jesus knew this wasn’t a trap; 

4. Jesus answers Nicodemus’ real question.   

a. Notice this.  Nicodemus says I know God is with you. Jesus replies – “No one can see the 

Kingdom of God unless he is born again.   

b. Nicodemus was wondering why, with all his education & influence, that he couldn’t experience 

God’s presence or power for himself.   Jesus answers his real question.  

c. Nicodemus, the reason you don’t sense God with you is because he isn’t.  The way for you to 

have what you desire is to be born again. 

d. How can I be right with God? 

FINDING THE RIGHT PATH 

1. They start with a common assumption 

a. Both start with the assumption that God Exists; 

b. Where they differ is how to connect with God. 

2. Race & Religion 

a. Race - Nicodemus was a Jew, a part of God’s Chosen people, descendants of Abraham.  They 

were marked by God, set apart by him, redeemed by Him.   Some Rabbis taught that Abraham 

guarded the gates of hell, just to make sure that none of his descendants accidentally wandered in 

there; 

b. Religion 

i. Religion affirms effort – You can get to heaven by being good enough.  To do that, you 

build an imaginary ladder going to heaven. The better you are, the higher you go.  So 
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how good do you have to be?  It’s never enough.  That’s why the Pharisees had created 

laws to add to laws on top of laws on top of the Bible.   

1. Question: What does it mean to affirm the Sabbath?  Answer: You don’t Work. 

2. Question: What does it mean no to work on the Sabbath?  Answer: You can’t 

walk past 1,000 feet from your home. 

3. Question: What if I really need to go farther than 1,000 feet from my home?  

Answer: Then you take a rock from your home and drop it on the ground at 

exactly 1,000 feet. When you do that, you are permitted to walk another 1,000 

feet. 

ii. Religion creates competition – one way to define “good” is to compare myself to others 

who aren’t as good.  So, for me to get into heaven, all I have to do is to be a little better 

than you.  The end result is that I find ways to put you down, precisely because I am 

religious.  Thank God I am not like that man (Luke 19). 

iii. Religion encourages meaningless rituals – usually a series of outward acts designed to 

produce inward purity – 

1. For example, saying “Hail Mary’s” when done in true penance, can be a beautiful 

action connected to the heart. But what happens is when the saying of the Hail 

Mary’s no longer has a connection to the heart, but is still believed to produce 

purity by the very act itself. 

2. It means going through the motions without being connected to the heart. 

3. A Converted Heart 

a. Jesus said you have to be “born again.” 

b. He explains: You must be born of water and the spirit. 

i. Water – Physical birth; Spirit – New Life in Christ; 

ii. Water – in Ezekiel 36:25-27 represents repentance – cleansed from all filthiness and 

idols. Spirit means the heart of stone within us will be melted.  Then His Spirit comes to 

live in our new heart. 

c. Jesus describes this life by asking Nicodemus to “listen to the wind.”  You don’t know its origin, 

and you don’t know its destination. You can’t control or manipulate God’s Spirit, like you can 

religion.  His life fills you, and his love flows through you. You are free. 

d. Years ago, Bishop John Taylor Smith, a former chaplain general of the British army, was 

preaching in a large cathedral on the text, “You must be born again.” He said, “My dear people, 

do not substitute anything for the new birth. You may be a member of a church … but church 

membership is not new birth, and ‘except a man be born again he cannot see the kingdom of 

God.’” The rector was sitting on his left. Pointing to him he said, “You may be a clergyman like 

my friend the rector here and not be born again, and ‘except a man be born again he cannot see 

the kingdom of God.’” On his right sat the archdeacon. Pointing at him, he continued, “You 

might even be an archdeacon like my friend here and still not be born again, but ‘except a man 

be born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.’” You might even be a bishop like myself and 

not be born again, but ‘except a man be born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.’” 

Several days later he received a letter from the archdeacon which read, in part, “My dear Bishop: 

You have found me out. I have been a clergyman for over 30 years, but I have never known 

anything of the joy that Christians speak of. I never could understand it…. But when you pointed 
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at me and said that a person could be an archdeacon and not be born again, I understood what the 

trouble was. Would you please come and talk with me?” Of course, Bishop Smith did talk with 

him and the archdeacon responded to Christ’s call to salvation2  

PEACE IN THE PAIN 

1. Numbers 21: 4-8 tells the story of Israel’s rebellion against God, because of their suffering in the 

wilderness.  Because of their transgression, serpents were everywhere. WA Criswell, the former pastor 

of FBC Dallas indicates that “there was death outside the door. There was death in the room and in the 

house. There was death on the way to work. There was death at play.  Wherever they turned, there were 

those slender, tenuous, venomous vipers.” There wasn’t one home not touched by the consequences of 

this sin.3 

2. The people repented of their sin.  God told Moses to make a bronze snake and to put it on a pole. 

3. The bronze represented Judgement. 

4. The people were encouraged to look upon the snake and to live.  When they looked on the snake, that’s 

exactly what happened. They were healed. 

5. Jesus is telling Nicodemus, whether he understands it or not, and he is telling us. That one day, the son 

of God will be lifted up on a cross, and he will take the judgement intended for all mankind.  Those who 

look upon him will live. 

6. One of our greatest preachers was Charles Haddon Spurgeon.  For years he’d been seeking the Lord, and 

upon a stormy winter night, he turned into a little Methodist chapel where a layman had opened to the 

passage in Isaiah, "Look unto Me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth" [Isaiah 45:22].  And as the 

layman was expounding to the best of his ability that passage, "Look unto Me, and be ye saved," he 

suddenly stopped, and pointing to young Spurgeon, said, "Son, young man you look so miserable.  Look 

to Jesus, young man, look to Jesus."  And Spurgeon said, "And I looked that night, and I lived." 

 

CONCLUSION 

Weak and wounded sinner 
Lost and left to die 
O, raise your head, for love is passing by 
Come to Jesus 
Come to Jesus 
Come to Jesus and live! 
 
Now your burden's lifted 
And carried far away 
And precious blood has washed away the stain, so 
Sing to Jesus 
Sing to Jesus 
Sing to Jesus and live! 
 
And like a newborn baby 
Don't be afraid to crawl 
And remember when you walk 
Sometimes we fall, so 
Fall on Jesus 

                                                           
2 H. A. Ironside, Illustrations of Biblical Truth [Moody Press], pp. 49-50. 

3 WA Criswell. “The Brazen Serpent”  https://www.wacriswell.com/sermons/1964/the-brazen-serpent-2/. Accessed April 14th, 2018. 

Fall on Jesus 
Fall on Jesus and live! 
 
Sometimes the way is lonely 
And steep and filled with pain 
So if your sky is dark and pours the rain, then 
Cry to Jesus 
Cry to Jesus 
Cry to Jesus and live! 
 
O, and when the love spills over 
And music fills the night 
And when you can't contain your joy inside, then 
Dance for Jesus 
Dance for Jesus 
Dance for Jesus and live! 
 
And with your final heartbeat 
Kiss the world goodbye 

https://www.wacriswell.com/sermons/1964/the-brazen-serpent-2/
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Then go in peace, and laugh on Glory's side, and 
Fly to Jesus 
Fly to Jesus 
Fly to Jesus and live! 

Fly to Jesus 
Fly to Jesus 
Fly to Jesus and live! 

 

INVITATION 

Max Lucado lived for some time in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 2 of his 3 daughters were born there. Rio is divided 

into a North and a South zone. In His book 3:16 on John 3: 16, Lucado says he can’t find his way from the 

bedroom to the bathroom without a map.  Maps in Rio are complicated, he says and difficult to read. The streets 

are 300 years old. His saving grace was the Statue of Christ the Redeemer. Morethan a thousand tons of 

reinforced steel, the head alone measures ten feet from chin to scalp. Perched a mila an a half above sea level on 

Corcovado Mountain, the elevated Jesus is always visible. Especially to those who are looking for it.  He would 

simply look to Jesus and live. 

 


