
SERMON 

Grace Street Fellowship, Dr. Jim Burgin, pastor 

SERMON SERIES: COME TO THE CROSS 
Part 3 - The Glorious Cross – Galatians 6:14 

May I never boast except in the cross of Jesus Christ. 

OPENING 

When I was in high school, growing up as a missionary kid, my family took a trip from South Korea to Japan, 
across the Yellow Sea, to Jeju Do, the Island of Jeju.  I remember it as a difficult time in the life of a teenage 
boy, with concerns about the future, body image issues, and so forth. It was an overnight trip, and for some 
reason, I rose early in the morning to see the most brilliant sunrise I have ever seen. Japan, as you may know, is 
called the “land of the Rising Sun, and I know why.  Something about that sunrise pointed me to God, and filled 
me up at the same time.  It was a glorious experience. 

In the past couple of weeks, we have looked at the cross as if it were a prism. We saw the cross which frees us, 
the Old rugged cross, and today, we look at the glorious cross.  This cross will point you to God, and 
simultaneously lift you, and fill you up. 

The series is called “come to the cross.”  Today, I want to invite you to come to the cross.  Paul claims that his 
only boast in life is the cross of Christ.  Let’s look at what that means. 

 

WHAT DOES THIS SCRIPTURE SAY? 

1. What does Paul mean by “boast?” 

a. He doesn’t mean inappropriate bragging.  This isn’t “to boast” in the way we often mean it – to 
express how proud we are of someone (often ourselves), or of something – usually our 
accomplishments or the accomplishments of those we love.   

b. He does mean an authentic pride – the kind of pride which fills up the heart, the emotions, and 
flows over the lips.  The word boast here literally means “to exult in,” or “to glory in.”  

2. What is the object of Paul’s boasting? – the “cross of Jesus Christ.”  

3. Paul limits the scope of boasting?  

a. “May I never boast except” –– when I boast, it will only be in the cross; So, Paul limits the scope 
of his boasting here to one object. 

b. Objection: Paul does seem to boast in other things, however: 
i. Romans 5:2 – he boasts in the hope of God’s glory; 

ii. Romans 5:3 – Paul boasts in his tribulations, knowing that they produce patience and 
more; 

iii. 2 Cor. 12:9 – he boasts in his weaknesses. 
iv. 1 Thessalonians 2:19 – Paul boasts in God's children, his crown 

c. How then are we to understand his claim? 

WHAT PAUL DID NOT INTEND 

To understand better, we must first discern what Paul did not mean when he says he boasts only in the cross of 
Christ. 
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1. It wasn’t the physical cross 

a. He wasn’t exulting in the quality of the tree which became the cross; 
b. He wasn’t exulting in the quality craftsmanship which carved the beams from the tree; 
c. He wasn’t glorifying in the cross as an instrument of death – as if we would find glory in an 

electric chair, or a noose. 
2. It wasn’t the crucifixion itself 

a. There was nothing about the arrest of Jesus, his illegal trial, the pageantry and power of the 
Roman courts or the Governor's palace that was worthy of praise. 

b. Surely, Paul wasn’t praising the efficiency of the Roman Executions, perfected to a “T.” They 
knew how to kill a man, for sure. Nor was Paul smiling at the craftiness of Christ by short-
circuiting the process – dying early after all, giving up his spirit instead of suffering for the 
normal number of days.  

3. It wasn’t hyperbole either. 

a. Hyperbole – means exaggeration in a moment to make a point; 

b. Hyperbole illustrated – “it was so cold I saw polar bears wearing jackets. I am so hungry I could 
eat a horse. I had a ton of chores to do. 

c. I suspect many of us interpret the passage this way. Wow, Paul had an emotional  moment, and 
of course the cross is important, but he is a preacher, after all.  So, we subconsciously (most of 
the time) and consciously (some of the time) water it down, or balance it out, or wiggle it around 
to fit into our paradigm, our everyday life. Paul didn’t have kids, after all, or the boss I have, etc. 

4. Nor was it Reductionist 

a. Reductionism is a common mistake in theological circles – It takes a small point and makes that 
small point the key to interpreting the whole; 

b. One way to think of reductionism is to think of the alto in the choir who finally finds the right 
note, but then sings it out so loud that it overshadows the choir.  Or for someone to see one part 
of Grace Street and think that this one part is “the sum total of understanding us.” 

c. So, when Paul says he glories in the cross, he isn’t just picking out one part of a beautiful story to 
say that no other part of it matters. 

d. For example, 

i.  it is appropriate at Christmas for us to exult in the birth of Christ, the incarnation of 
God’s Son;   

ii. It is appropriate for us to "long for" our Lord to come again. Paul says to Timothy (2 Tim 
4:8); 

e. So, when Paul exults, boasts in the cross, he isn’t saying that nothing else matters, means 
anything, or that it’s wrong to have God-inspired, positively felt emotions with respect to many 
parts of our faith and family. 

WHAT WAS PAUL TALKING ABOUT? 

What does he mean when he says he will boast in the cross? 
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1. The cross is a reminder – a reminder of our human hearts, of souls that are darkened and stained with 
sin. If you want to see what mankind is like, a kind of people who could railroad and kill an innocent 
man, but who also cruelly tortured and murdered God’s only son, then look to the cross. This is what our 
sins do to the Lord. One preacher said it like this “Our sins made sharp the nails and pointed every 
thorn.1 

a. There was once a man having a nightmare. He dreamed he was in the crowd at the scourging of 
Jesus. He stood close by as the muscled, young Roman soldier lifted the whip to which was 
attached jagged pieces of heavy lead. As the soldier whipped Christ again and again, great 
streams of blood flowed from the back of the Son of God.  As the dreamer watched, he couldn’t 
stand it any longer, and as the soldier raised the whip on high, the dreamer ran to intervene – to 
put his body in between the soldier and the savior. He reached up to grab and stay the soldier’s 
raised hand, and he looked with anger into the eyes of this executioner of injustice, only to see 
his own face.  The dreamer was the one lashing the Lord. 

b. The reminder that we are sinners isn’t a tool to depreciate yourself, but to stay humble. If pride 
goes before a fall, then authentic humility helps you to avoid pain and to stand tall.  

c. The reminder that we are sinners also helps us stay balanced in this world. Sinners “do as sinners 
are”, so we aren’t surprised by the pain which rolls down on us and others in this world, and we 
are genuinely motivated to love. 

2. The cross lets us look at the Lord we love – When you see him on the cross, we remember his 
inauspicious, miraculous birth; We remember his baptism, his anointing, when his father’s voice said 
"This is my beloved son, in whom I am well pleased." We remember the way he healed, and fed, and 
loved, and taught. We remember his transfiguration when the light of his divinity made his flesh seem 
only shadow. We see him sweating drops of blood in Gethsemane. We see him weeping at Lazarus’ 
tomb, and calling him back from the dead. We see him marching into Jerusalem, cleansing the temple, 
and forcing his death – because of the joy set before him, until he finally says “IT IS FINISHED!”  And 
we hear his voice on the cross saying "Father forgive them, for they don’t know what they do."  And we 
fall in love with him all over again. We glory in the cross. 

3. The cross reminds me that someone took my place – I have received mercy. I didn’t get what I deserved. 
This is why the cross isn’t repulsive to us, because what was intended as an instrument of evil was 
turned into an instrument of forgiveness and mercy for all who come close. 

4. The cross reminds me of the power of God – for you  can’t think of the cross without knowing how the 
story ends.  It isn’t just the cross, but it is the empty cross. It isn’t just his death, but it is his death and 
resurrection. The impossible becomes possible. Death & the Devil are defeated once and for all. 

5. The cross reminds me of an unstoppable love -  

That is why believers can’t help but look at a cross, and let the tears fall. 

WHY SHOULD OUR BOAST PRIMARILY BE FOCUSED ON THE CROSS? 

1. There is no other love like this –  

a. Greater love has no man than this, that he would lay down his life for his friends (John 15:13); 

																																																													
1	W.A.	Criswell,	“The	Glory	of	the	Cross.”		Sermon	Library.	Message	from	Galatians	6:14	preached	October	21st,	1956.	Find	the	full	
message	at	this	link:	https://www.wacriswell.com/sermons/1956/the-glory-of-the-cross-2/.	Accessed	March	8th,	2018.	
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b. The pre-1811 spiritual “What wondrous love is this?” makes this point - “What wondrous love is 
this that caused the Lord of bliss to bear the dreadful curse for my soul.” The hymn repeats the 
phrase “What wondrous love is this?” three times, not because the poet didn’t have the words, 
but because he was a fellow traveler, and when you know what he did, you can’t just say it once. 

c. Charles Wesley’s “And Can It Be” – Can it be that he died for me? Who pursued him to his 
death?  Written after Charles Wesley’s conversion in 1738. It is a hymn about the 
incomprehensibility of God’s love.  

2. We can’t save ourselves – Christ’s death on the cross has paid our debt. We cannot save ourselves. We 
cannot be religious enough, good enough, victorious enough. So we don’t boast except in the cross. 

3. No other medicine is powerful enough – They say that sometimes the medicine which tastes the worst 
heals the best. 

a. Let me see if I can make an analogy –  

i. If I were to get myself in financial trouble that I couldn’t get out of, but my 3 best friends 
were Jeff Bezos (founder of Amazon), Bill Gates, founder of Microsoft, and Warren 
Buffett, (investor), the three richest men in the world.  Bezos is worth $112 billion. Gates 
is worth $90 Billion, and Buffett is worth $84 billion.  I would have to be in a pretty deep 
hole to be in one they couldn’t retrieve or rescue me from. 

ii. There is no need to reach for the aspirin when you have cancer. We reach for the cross.  
Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to 
mankind by which we must be saved.  

b. Spiritual problems? What if I’ve dug a hole so deep I can’t find my way out. What if I’m lost and 
can’t find my way home?  What resource is there that can save me?  Only the cross. 

c. Matthew West Song – Grace Wins. 

“In my weakest moment I see you / Shaking your head in disgrace / I can read the 
disappointment / Written all over your face // Here come those whispers in my ear / Saying 
“Who do you think you are? / Looks like you are on your own from here / Because grace can 
never reach that far // But in the shadow of the shame / Beat down by all the blame / I hear you 
call my name / Saying it’s not over / But my heart starts to beat so loud / Now I’m drowning out 
the doubt / I’m down but not out // // For the Prodigal son / Grace wins! / For the woman at the 
well / Grace wins! / For the thief on the cross / Grace Wins. 

d. John – This Thursday evening I heard the testimony of a man named John whose hole was dug 
pretty deep. Yet, Grace won. 

4. We live when we die 

a. Luke 9:23 – we deny ourselves, pick up our cross and follow him; 

b. When you kneel at the cross, you yield your life to Him, and he lifts you up. “Humble yourself in 
the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up.”  

c. The answer is in Galatians 2:20, “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who 
live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of 
God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.”  
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i. When Christ died, we died. That death, that he died for us all, becomes our death when 
we are united to Christ by faith. 

ii. Realize that when Christ died on the cross, you died; and when you trusted him, that 
death took effect in your life. Paul says, it’s your death to the world and the world’s death 
to you. 

d. In Late April 2000, Ruby Eliason and Laura Edwards were killed in Cameroon in a car accident. 
Ruby was 80+ years old. Single all her life, she poured out her passion to make Christ known 
among the poor, the unreached, and the sick. Laura was a widow, a medical doctor, near 80 
serving with Ruby in Cameroon. Their brakes failed, and they went over a cliff, and both were 
killed instantly.2   The pastor who shared this story with his congregation asked them, “was this a 
tragedy?”  Two Christian women sold out for the gospel of Christ died having given themselves 
away long after their peers had retired somewhere on a beach. 

e. The American dream is to live well until you die.  The glorious cross calls us to die, so that we 
can live well. 

CONCLUSION 

																																																													
2	Story	taken	from	John	Piper,	“Boasting	Only	in	the	Cross,”	preached	at	a	Passion	One	Day	Conference	in	Memphis,	TN.	on	May	20th,	
2000.		Link	to	the	message	here:	https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/boasting-only-in-the-cross.	Accessed	Saturday,	March	10th,	
2018.	
Isaac was born in 1674, and was nursed on the steps of the jail, because his father was in prison. Isaac was a 
child prodigy, learning multiple languages by the time he was 13. He attended college at 16. Upon graduation 
he became a private tutor, and eventually a pastor.  In 1702 he became pastor of London’s Mark Lane 
Independent Congregational Chapel.  In the second year of his pastorate he suffered a psychiatric illness which 
plagued him for the rest of his life. He resigned his pastorate after a decade of service. In addition to being ill, 
he also had what some called an "unsightly appearance." This took a toll on his personal life. His five-foot, pale, 
skinny frame was topped by a disproportionately oversized head. Almost every portrait of him depicts him in a 
large gown with large folds, an apparent attempt by artists of the day to disguise his homeliness.  People believe 
this was the reason his proposal of marriage to Elizabeth Singer was rejected.3  Isaac’s last name was Watts, and 
today he is considered to be one of the greatest hymn writers anywhere. At some point, he must have discovered 
the glorious cross. Listen to the words from one of his hymns. 

																																																													
3	From	Christian	History.	Isaac	Watts.	Link	to	the	article	here:	http://www.christianitytoday.com/history/people/poets/isaac-
watts.html.	Accessed	Saturday,	March	10th,	2018.	
When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss, 
And pour contempt on all my pride. 
 
Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 
Save in the death of Christ my God! 
All the vain things that charm me most, 
I sacrifice them to His blood. 

See from His head, His hands, His feet, 
Sorrow and love flow mingled down! 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 
Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
 
Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all.

INVITATION 


